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Saying Texans are flooded with informa- 
tion about AIDS, House budget writers Fri- 
day rejected a proposal for a state-funded 
cam 
dea B 

sign to teach the public more about the 
ly disease. 
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Those groups should bs educated abet 
dangers of AIDS,” she aaid. 

The House Public Health Committee had 
earmarked $3.7 million for an AIDS public 
awareness campaign, but the Appropriationu 
Commit- voted against including the fimds 
in the Department of Health’s communica- 
ble disease program. 

Rep. Richard Smith, R-Bryan, described 
the proposal as a “Waste of money.” 

“If that’s all they’ra &in , just a public 
awartnetm campaign, it’s on tfle front page of 
every national magazine,” Smith said. “It’s 
in the paper every cky. 

“I don’t sea that that’s a worthwhik 
expenditure.” 

The Department of Haalth is seeking the 
money for use in Texas, where more than 
2,000 peopk have baen dignoud with ac- 

uired immune deficiency syndrome. The 
h nate Fkence Commltl8e has target.4 $3.6 
million for AIDS education. 

Rep. Nancy McDonald, an El Pam Demo- 
crat who pushed fm the AlDS f&ds in the 
Public Health Committee, a&d the Appro- 
p&ions Committee mnde its deckion basad 
on “totallv fake information.” 

She said health profesdon&, such l ~ 
achuol nurats, hava aought inforntation 
&out AID!! from the atate. ?%a look to 
the health department for this in ormation 1 
lo he accurate. We don? want it from tha 
front yIgc of a newspaper. We d&t want it 

H.L. Miller, deputy commissioner fo 
health department, said the state bu B. 
about $600,000 from a feded ant on A 
education and testing, but on y has $50, T 
kft in federal tinds for AIDS-nk 
exptn6bs. 

Rep. Mike McKinney, D-Centervilk, uid 
the health dqmrtmant NrAgpL 
discretion to spend 
tion with availabk M 7 * its (COIIUIP~&~- 
ble disease progrub “I think we’re 
emotionalizin somMbing that we dos”t nJ- 
lyhavetoto with,“McKirmydd. f 

Milkt, howevar, anid an AIDS duchon 
ampeigncouldonIykdonB8ttbBMpBnBe 
of othtr key 
ically prov’ m 

ramIiffu8d6uB8otBpBdf- 
ytha&gkleture. 

“We would have to take it itom aoma otSwr 
p~ram if we apeatt il fw t&t,” Mine.r rid. 
‘We’d have to take it &om B or YD, 

or from some othe* progrun. Wa da& ti 
Bpare molwy.” 


